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Collectively, the team has expertise in molecular, cellular, integrative, and translational studies of all aspects of gastrointestinal, liver, and pancreatic physiology and disease. I am particularly indebted to Denise Ney, Andy Giraud, and Detlef Schuppan, who have agreed to complete another term as Associate Editors. Their experience will be invaluable. Our new Associate Editors, Michael Camilleri, Harry Pothoulakis, Natalie Török, and Nathalie Vergnolle, bring fresh ideas and vitality to the editorial team. I am also delighted that Josh Robbs has agreed to stay on as our editorial assistant. His knowledge and efficiency will help our transition and maintain our reputation for fast and efficient manuscript handling and review.
Thanks (2012), and Fibrosis and Gastrointestinal Inflammation (2011). Kay has been especially successful in engaging young investigators with the Journal. She initiated Young Investigator Perspectives articles, recruited more young investigators to the Editorial Board, and directly connected with young investigators to assist with manuscript revisions. Kay has always been fast and responsive, assisting Associate Editors with thorny problems and tricky reviews. Her advice to me has been an invaluable as I prepared to take on the leadership of the Journal. Kay and her team leave the Journal in great shape and deserve thanks from the community of physiological scientists.
The editorial board. The Editorial Board merits particular thanks. Comprised of scientists from around the world, the Editorial Board has the challenging job of evaluating all submitted manuscripts. I thank all past members of the Editorial Board for their willingness to take on this difficult task and for their rapid and detailed evaluation of manuscripts. I also welcome new and reappointed members of the Editorial Board. The Editorial Board makes a vital contribution to maintaining the scientific excellence of the Journal.
New priorities and initiatives. What are my priorities for my term as Editor-in-Chief? Simply put, the editors intend that the American Journal of Physiology-Gastrointestinal and Liver Physiology is the journal of first choice for publication of outstanding, high-impact manuscripts in all aspects of gastrointestinal, liver, and pancreatic physiology and disease. Our specific aims are to
• Publish outstanding, high-impact manuscripts that represent a major advance in our understanding of gastrointestinal, liver, and pancreatic physiology and pathophysiology.
• Publish papers that use molecular, cellular, whole animal, and translational approaches.
• Prioritize mechanistic studies that use cutting-edge experimental approaches. Mini-Reviews. Rapid Reports will be short papers describing findings of exceptional potential importance. Mini-Reviews will be concise, punchy, and up-to-theminute summaries of critically important areas of physiology. Further details of these new article types will be provided on the webpage.
• Maintain a rapid, fair, and transparent review process. We will aim to complete initial review of manuscripts within 21 days and revisions within 10 days of receipt. Rapid Reports will be handled even sooner, with initial reviews within 10 days. Associate Editors will provide clear guidance about revision of manuscripts.
• Continue to engage the Journal with the next generation of scientists, including students, trainees, and junior investigators through membership of the Editorial Board and Young Investigator Perspectives.
• Ensure representation of publications from the diverse community of researchers within the American Physiological Society, and the national and international community of scientists.
• Work closely with the American Physiological Society to develop and promote conferences and symposia. Proceedings will be collected as themed issues of Mini-Reviews.
• Identify, publicize, and promote the best papers. The Associate Editors will identify the "Paper of the Month" and "Paper of the Year," which will be the subject of an Editorial Focus and Podcast and promoted on social media.
• Maintain an open and active dialogue with our authors and readers. The Journal exists to serve our authors and readers. We are pleased to engage with authors at any stage of the submission and review process. We encourage and welcome correspondence from our readers, including suggestions for reviews and articles. Publishing in the American Journal of Physiology-Gastrointestinal and Liver Physiology. I still remember the thrill of publishing my first paper in American Journal of PhysiologyGastrointestinal and Liver Physiology in 1984. I was a postdoctoral fellow in John Walsh's laboratory at UCLA, and the paper concerned the metabolism of neurotensin in extracellular fluid. This was one of my first papers. The review was rapid, detailed, and helpful, and I was fortunate that it required only minor revision. Upon acceptance, I had a sense of deep satisfaction and pride. Last month, over 30 years after this publication, I received the reviews of the most recent manuscript that I have submitted to the American Journal of Physiology-Gastrointestinal and Liver Physiology. This manuscript, which concerns the link between trafficking and signaling of neuropeptide receptors in enteric neurons, also received the same type of speedy, detailed, and constructive review. I know that if my revised manuscript is accepted for publication I will experience again this sense of satisfaction. I am pleased that the editorial excellence of the Journal has been maintained. Please send us your best work. We will do our best to ensure a rapid, detailed, and constructive review.
